
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Government of Jordan launches 

the 2015 Jordan Response Plan 

(JRP) on 4 December. 

• World Food Programme forced to 

cut 85 per cent of its food 

distribution in Jordan in 

December. 

• Over 24,400 families were 

assisted in 17 locations in 

southern Syria from Jordan, since 

UNSC resolution 2165 was 

passed. 

• US$ 1.2 million pledged to the 

Jordan Emergency Response 

Fund. 

JRP PLANNING 
FIGURES 

 
Total  

 
1.4 m 

Registered 
Syrian refugees  

650,000 

  

Syrians residing 
in Jordan before 
March 2011  

750,000 

JRP FUNDING 
REQUIREMENT 

2.91 billion  
requested (US$) 

 

 
 

 
2015 Jordan Response Plan: Bridging humanitarian, 
resilience and development assistance  
  
On 4 December, the Government of Jordan launched the 2015 Jordan Response Plan 
(JRP) with a total appeal of US$2.91 billion.  
With national and international partners, the JRP was developed by the Government of 
Jordan to respond to the impact of the Syria crisis on Jordan. The plan aims to bridge 
humanitarian and development assistance in Jordan to address the needs of refugees 
and vulnerable host communities, while ensuring alignment with national priorities. There 
are currently 1.4 million Syrians living in Jordan, 650,000 of whom are refugees and 
750,000 were residing in Jordan before the crisis erupted in 20111. The implementation of 
the plan will be coordinated by the Jordan Response Platform for the Syria Crisis2 based 
in the Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation.  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
 
1 Those Syrians were migrant workers living in Jordan before March 2011. Due to the crisis, they are no longer 
able to return to Syria.  
2 For more information on the Jordan Response Plan, please consult the JRPSC website: www.jrpsc.org 
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Jordan Response Plan: 2015 Budget Requirement by Sector (US$) 
Sector Resilience (US$) Refugee  (US$) Total  (US$)

Education 177,672,696 79,230,750 256,903,446

Energy 65,905,000 68,101,100 134,006,100

Environment 7,300,000 Not Applicable 7,300,000

Health 177,834,600 55,689,446 233,524,046

Justice 9,810,000 2,280,967 12,090,967

Livelihoods and Food Security 66,670,000 230,426,664 297,096,664

Local Governance and 
Municipal Services

81,707,458 Not Applicable 81,707,458

Shelter 1,958,000 83,535,000 85,493,000

Social Protection 106,210,000 282,384,603 388,594,603

Transport 42,200,000 Not Applicable 42,200,000

WASH 219,360,000 87,390,000 306,750,000

Management Not Applicable Not Applicable 1,304,000

Direct Budget Support Not Applicable Not Applicable 1,061,470,000

Total JRP Budget Requirement       2,908,440,284 

http://www.jrpsc.org/
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Impact of the Syrian crisis on poverty and unemployment in Jordan   

Jordan is hosting around 650,000 Syrian refugees, representing an unexpected 
population increase of 10 per cent; many of these refugees have settled in some of 
Jordan’s poorest communities in the central and northern governorates.  
Consequently, poor Jordanians 
confront additional competition from 
Syrians in the local job markets, as 
refugees often accept less than the 
national minimum wage. Moreover, 
out-of-school refugee children are also 
being employed in jobs previously held 
by Jordanian adults, leading to 
increased child labour rates among 
refugees. This development has 
contributed to increasing 
unemployment rates, reported to be 
above 30 per cent among young 
Jordanians aged 15-243. Unemployment is perceived to be a major source of increasing 
tension among Syrian refugees and Jordanian residents.  
Vulnerabilities among Jordanian households are beginning to reappear, as the prices of 
food and rent have increased, in some cases by more than 100 per cent, reducing 
families’ purchasing power. About 20,000 additional Jordanian families have been 
included in the National Aid Fund to benefit from cash assistance programmes. With the 
situation worsening, support is urgently required to expand social protection services in 
2015. 

World Food Programme forced to suspend 
food assistance to refugees  
As of the beginning of December, the Refugee Response Plan has received 58 per cent 
of its total annual appeal, with the World Food Programme (WFP) receiving only 65.73F

4 
per cent of its annual requirement for food distribution. Due to the serious funding shortfall 
in December, WFP has announced that it will have to suspend food distribution to Syrian 
refugees in host communities, which constitute 85 per cent of the registered Syrian 
refugee population in Jordan. In December, WFP will be able to provide food assistance 
only to four refugee camps in Jordan: Za’atari, Azraq, Cyber City, and King Abdullah 
Park, which host some 90,000 refugees. However, assistance to these camps will also be 
suspended in January 2015, unless additional funds are received.  
In a rapid assessment undertaken by WFP in November 2014, over 40 per cent of Syrian 
refugees said they would likely return to Syria in case of suspension of food assistance, 
with another 20 per cent saying they would move to the camps. Urgent donor support is 
required to mitigate the negative impact of this funding shortage crisis. 

UN Security Council Resolution 2165  

Under UN Security Council resolution 2165, eight convoys of 81 trucks carrying 
humanitarian relief items have crossed the Al-Ramtha border to bring humanitarian 
assistance to people in southern Syria. In cooperation with implementing partners, the UN 
agencies have provided humanitarian aid in 17 locations in Dar'a and Quneitra 
governorates, benefitting 24,413 families 4F

5.  
The most recent convoy, organized on 25 November, brought winterization assistance, 
including thermal blankets and children's clothes, to families in Tal Shihab and Tassil in 

                                                      
 
3 Jordan Labour and Unemployment Survey, Department of Statistics, 2014 
4 World Food Programme, December 2014. 
5 OCHA Jordan Office, December 2014. 
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For further information, please contact:  
Carlos Geha, Head of Office a.i, gehac@un.org, Tel. (+962) 798674610 
Talin Sahakian, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, sahakian@un.org, Tel. (+962) 798690267 
Mirna Abu Ata, Humanitarian Affairs Officer/Reporting, abuata@un.org, Tel. (+962) 798674614 
 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

Dar’a Governorate. Importantly, healthcare supplies, including surgical, emergency, and 
reproductive health kits, were delivered to a secondary healthcare facility, which is now 
under considerable strain due to 
heightened conflict in neighbouring 
Nawa city, resultant displacement 
and civilian casualties.  
While the resolution has enhanced 
humanitarian access in southern 
Syria, the collective response still 
falls short of needs on the ground. In 
particular, UN agencies and their 
partners require urgent donor support 
to scale up the winterization 
response. 

Emergency Response Fund in Jordan 

As of 1 July 2014, the Syria Emergency Response Fund (ERF) was reorganized into 
country-based pooled funds. The Jordan ERF was established with a minimum funding 
target of US$ 10 million. To date, the Government of India has allocated US$ 500,000, 
and the Government of Sweden has pledged another US$700,000.  
With indications of an upcoming harsh winter in Jordan, the immediate priority of the 
Jordan ERF is to address gaps in winterization, focusing especially on the needs of 
refugees in the most vulnerable host communities. The ERF Advisory Board and the 
Strategic Review Board met on 27 November 2014 to endorse the ERF strategy and 
agree on the modality for submission and approval of projects that target immediate 
winterization needs. 
 
 

The Jordan Emergency 

Response Fund prioritizes 

winterization assistance for 

refugees in the most 

vulnerable host 

communities. 
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